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Dear Parents and Carers, 

I am pleased to share with you our final Ofsted inspection report, which accompanies this letter. Following the 

completion of Ofsted's quality assurance processes, the report has now been finalised and published and I 

wanted to take this opportunity to reflect on the many strengths that inspectors identified during their visit.  

First and foremost, this report is a testament to the collective efforts of our entire school community. Governors, 

staff, pupils, parents, carers and our wider partners should all feel incredibly proud of the school community we 

have built together. The report recognises not only the improvements made across the school, but also the 

caring, inclusive and welcoming culture that sits at the heart of Pottery Primary School.  

One of the most pleasing aspects of the report is the recognition of the strong sense of belonging that exists 

within our school. Inspectors noted that pupils enjoy the warm welcome they receive each morning and 

described a school where children are happy, feel safe and are eager to begin their day. They found that pupils 

speak positively about their teachers, value the care they receive and trust adults to listen and support them 

when needed.  

As many of you will know, we often talk about Pottery being one family, a place where everyone belongs and 

where every child matters. It was therefore particularly meaningful to read that pupils themselves told inspectors 

that everyone is welcome and included within our school community. Inspectors recognised the respect pupils 

show for one another, the positive relationships across the school and the way children look out for each other.  

The report highlights significant improvements in behaviour and attendance. Inspectors found that behaviour 

around school is calm, that routines support learning effectively and that relationships between staff and pupils 

are strong. They also recognised the extensive work undertaken to support attendance, particularly for pupils 

facing additional challenges, noting that attendance is improving steadily.  

We are also delighted that our Early Years provision was recognised as a strength. Inspectors described it as 

welcoming and well organised, noting that children settle quickly, enjoy learning and make secure progress from 

their starting points. The report praises the work of staff in developing children's communication, language and 

early reading skills while ensuring that children feel safe, cared for and ready for the next stage of their 

education.  

The school's commitment to inclusion is another area identified positively. Inspectors recognised the work that 

has taken place to identify pupils' needs early, remove barriers to learning and provide tailored support. They 

acknowledged the care shown towards pupils with additional needs and the increasingly effective systems that 

are helping all children access learning and participate fully in school life.  

Inspectors also praised the leadership of the school. They recognised the clarity and direction that have been 

established following a period of change and highlighted the positive impact of developments in behaviour, 
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attendance and curriculum improvement. Staff spoke positively about the support they receive and governors 

were commended for their knowledge of the school, their commitment and their careful challenge and support.  

Another aspect of the report that fills us with pride is the recognition that personal development sits at the 

centre of the school's work. Inspectors found that pupils learn about equality, respect and diversity, understand 

British values and benefit from a wide range of experiences that broaden their horizons. Importantly, they 

recognised that pupils feel they belong and that they are valued members of our community.  

Of course, the report also identifies areas where improvement must continue. We welcome this feedback, 

especially as they are already areas marked for development over the coming year. School improvement is a 

journey and we remain ambitious for every child. Encouragingly, inspectors recognised that the actions already 

taken are having a positive impact and that the school is building on a secure foundation for sustained success.  

I would like to thank everyone who has contributed to this achievement. The dedication of our staff, the 

commitment of our governors, the enthusiasm and character of our pupils and the support and trust of our 

families have all played an important part. 

This report confirms much of what we see every day: a school community built on care, belonging, inclusion and 

high aspirations. Together, we have created something special at Pottery Primary School and I know that 

everyone connected with the school can feel immensely proud of what has been recognised. 

Thank you for your continued support as we look forward to the next stage of our journey together.  

Yours sincerely, 

Darren Hooley 

Headteacher 

Pottery Primary School 
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